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Early Lifeways:  Natickôs First Century  

 
Grade: 3 

Time: 2 hours 
Availability:  September and October 

April to mid-June 

Group size: 12 ï 45 students 

 

Early Lifeways:  Natickôs First Century is a program developed by the Natick Historical 

Society and Natick Public Schools for third grade students. The program is aligned to the 

Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework. The central element 

of Early Lifeways:  Natickôs First Century is a visit to the Natick Historical Society for 

all the townôs third grade classes. To integrate the visit into the classroom curriculum the 

program includes material for students and teachers to review before and after their field 

trip to the Historical Society. The Program has three parts: 

 

  Part 1 Pre-visit materials for the classroom 

  Part 2 A visit to the Natick Historical Society 

  Part 3 Post-visit materials for the classroom 
 

 

PART 1 

 

Pre-Visit Materials for the Classroom 
 

This pack contains: 

 1. Connections to the Massachusetts curriculum frameworks 

 2. An outline of the visit to the Historical Society 

 3. Notes for teachers on preparing for the Historical Society visit 

 4. A Natick Timeline information sheet and reference pack 

 5. The Time of My Life worksheet for students 

 6. How do we get there? Worksheet for students 

 7. A Vocabulary List 
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Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Frameworks 
Framework Connections 

 

 

Grade 3 Concepts and Skills 

 

1.  Explain the meaning of time periods or dates in historical narratives (decade, century, 1600s, 

1776) and use them correctly in speaking and writing. (H) 

 

3.  Observe and describe local or regional historic artifacts and sites and generate questions about 

their function, construction, and significance. (H) 

 

4.  Use cardinal directions, map scales, legends, and titles to locate places on contemporary maps 

of New England, Massachusetts, and the local community. (G) 

 

5.  Describe the difference between a contemporary map of their city or town and the map of their 

city or town in the 18th, 19th, or early 20th century. (H, G) 

 

 

Grade 3 Learning Standards 

 

3.4  Explain how the Puritans and Pilgrims differed and identify early leaders in Massachusetts, 

such as John Winthrop; describe the daily life, education, and work of the Puritans in the 

Massachusetts Bay Colony. (H, E, C) 

 

3.8  On a map of Massachusetts, locate the classôs home town or city and its local geographic 

features and landmarks. (G)  

 

3.9  Identify historic buildings, monuments, or sites in the area and explain their purpose and 

significance. (H, C) 

 

3.11  Identify when the studentsô own town or city was founded, and describe the different groups of 

people who have settled in the community since its founding.  (H, G) 

 

3.12  Explain how objects or artifacts of everyday life in the past tell us how ordinary people lived 

and how everyday life has changed. Draw on the services of the local historical society and 

local museums as needed. (H, G, E) 
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OUTLINE OF HISTORICAL SOCIETY VISIT 

 

Early Lifeways:  Natickôs First Century 

 
Grade: 3 

Time: 2 hours 

Availability:  September and October  

April to mid-June 

Group size: 12 ï 45 students 

 
On their visit to the Natick Historical Society third grade students participate in three activities: 

 

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY (35 minutes) 

Students visit the Natick Historical Society collection on the lower floor of the Bacon Free Library 

building. Led by a Society educator they discuss ways to learn about Natickôs history from artifacts in 

the Collection. Using the knowledge they acquire students have an opportunity to investigate an 

artifact relating to the early history of Natick. In small groups they complete a guided investigation of 

an artifact with a connection to the Praying Indian town established by John Eliot and Waban. Students 

take on the role of a Society guide to interpret the artifact they have examined for the others in their 

group. 

 

 

THE ELIOT HISTORICAL DISTRICT (35 minutes) 

Led by a Society educator the students cross Mill Street and walk down the path along the Charles 

River. The Educator uses an artistôs interpretation of how the land looked in 1651 to examine the 

landscape with the students and develop an understanding of why this site was chosen by Eliot to 

establish the first ñPraying Village.ò Students use a compass to complete the compass rose on a map of 

the John Eliot Historic District. On a walk through the District to the Burying Ground students visit the 

historic markers and record the purpose of each on their maps. 

 

 

THE BURYING GROUND (35 minutes) 

The students use primary source materials to help them discover the history of their town. With the 

help of a Society educator students examine the entrance to the Burying Ground to deduce what they 

would have seen from the same place in the 18
th
 century. The group enters the Burying Ground to 

examine a headstone. In groups students use a worksheet to gather information from different 

headstones and monuments in the Burying Ground. The students compare and share the information 

they gather with the rest of their group before walking back to the Bacon Free Library  

 

Students return to school with information to use in post-visit classroom activities.
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PREPARING TO VISIT NATICK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 
 

TEACHER CHECKLIST 

 
 

TO BOOK YOUR VISIT 

 

Identify: 

¶ Two or three dates in September, October or April to mid-June 

¶ An arrival time at the Natick Historical Society 

¶ Number of students in your group to a maximum of 45 

¶ Number of adults in your group (1 adult to 5 students is recommended) 

 

With the above information to hand contact the Natick Historical Society at: 

Phone:  508-647-4841 

E-mail: info@natickhistorical.org 

 

Book your program 

 

WHEN YOU HAVE BOOKED 

 

Your booking is complete upon receipt from the Natick Historical Society of: 

¶ A Confirmation Sheet 

 

Check the details are correct on your Confirmation Sheet 

 

Book transportation for your group 

 

Follow procedures your school requires for field trips such as sending out parental  

consent forms 

 

TO PREPARE YOUR STUDENTS 

 

Read the pre-visit activities on pages 9 to 32 of this document  

 

Complete Activity 1, A Natick Timeline and review the accompanying Student Information Sheets 

(Activities 2 and 3 are optional) 

 

Study the Vocabulary List 

 

Use page 4 of this document to describe the Historical Society visit to your students 

  

 

 

 

mailto:info@natickhistorical.org
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THE DAY BEFORE YOUR VISIT 

 

Put the Grave Matters and Map of the John Eliot Historical District, South Natick worksheets onto a 

clipboard for each student 

 

Remind students to dress to be outside 

 

Divide into the number of groups indicated on your confirmation sheet 

 

Make nametags showing the student's first name and group number 

 

Make sure students with medical issues are in the same group and that the appropriate member of 

your staff chaperones that group 

 

 

THE DAY OF YOUR VISIT 

 

Load the bus by group: Group 3 at the back 

    Group 2 in the middle 

    Group 1 at the front 

 

Distribute nametags 

 

Donôt forget your pencils and clipboards with copies of the worksheets! 

(Worksheets to copy are pages 7-9 of this document)  
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South Natick Burying Ground 

 

Name:____________________________ 

 

Answer questions 1 & 2 and the question assigned to your group. 

 

1. Find a headstone that has an epitaph (verse) on it. Copy out the verse  

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Find tombstones that have the same family names as places in Natick and write down 

the names.  (Clue: the Library building and the historical area around it)  

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Find the stone written in a different language. 

Who does it memorialize? 

 

____________________________________ 

 

Do you know what language it is written in?  

 

____________________________________  (Clue:  Look for this) 

 

4. Find a headstone for a child. What was their name and how old were they when they 

died?  (Clue: Childrenôs headstones are usually smaller than adultôs)  

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. How many headstones can you find for soldiers that 

fought in the Revolutionary War?   

 

_________________________________________ 

 

(Clue:  Look for these) 
  

6. Look for a monument in the N.W. corner of the burial ground that is a different color 

to the stones around it. What is the family name on the monument? By looking at the 

monument and comparing it with others can what can you say about this family? 

 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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PRE-VISIT NOTES FOR TEACHERS 

 
The Natick Historical Society looks forward to welcoming you and your students to its 

Early Lifeways:  Natickôs First Century program. For your students to have a meaningful 

experience, integrated with the work you do in the classroom, please consider the pre-

visit activities in this pack. Educators at the Society and representatives from the Natick 

Public Schools designed the materials to help students acquire knowledge and skills that 

will facilitate their participation in the program, and make it a rewarding learning 

experience. While activities 2 and 3 are optional the Society educators request that you 

review 1 with your students, A Natick Timeline with the accompanying Student 

Information Sheets and the Vocabulary List. 

 

Pre-Visit Activities 

 

1.  A Natick Timeline  
 

Objectives: Students will apply the skills they used to produce their class timelines to 

produce a timeline showing the establishment and development of their 

town 

 Students will develop research skills and discover ways to share their 

findings 

 

Materials: Historical Society Pre-Visit Pack 

 Materials to complete a Timeline (schools provide) 

 A copy of A Timeline of Natickôs First Century for each student 

 (Pages 12 & 13 of this pack) 

 A Natick Historical Society Research Pack (Pages 14 to 25) 

 A Natick Historical Society Visual Pack (pages 26 to 28)  

 

Notes:  Choose how you are going to construct a Timeline. If you have access to 

computers look at the following sites:   

  http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/templates/TC010162661033.aspx 

  http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/materials/timelines/  

 Other ideas: 

- A clothesline and pegs 

- Large sheets of card and a cash register tape (available at office supply 

stores). Glue the tape down the middle of each sheet of card, write on 

dates and use the space on either side for visuals 

- Pin the contents of the of the Natick Historical Society Visuals Pack 

on a wall in chronological order and use the information from the 

Natick Historical Society Research Pack to describe events to students 

 

 

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/templates/TC010162661033.aspx
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Procedures: 

 

Timeline:  Natickôs First Century 

¶ Small groups of students choose or are assigned a visual from the Natick Historical 

Society Visual Pack 

¶ Using their copy of A Timeline of Natickôs First Century students arrange visuals in 

chronological order on the class timeline. Events in italics do not have matching 

visuals and should be written in on the timeline 

¶ Students return to A Timeline of Natickôs First Century to decide which other events 

to add to the class timeline 

¶ Groups use the Natick Historical Society Research Pack to study the visual they were 

assigned 

¶ Teachers lead a discussion of the timelines with students contributing what they have 

learned about the visual they studied 

¶ Shortly before their visit to the Natick Historical Society students review the timeline 

they created in the classroom 
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Timeline:  Natickôs First Century 

 

If an event is written like this write it in on your class timeline 

 

If an event is written like this choose the picture that matches it from the 

Natick Historical Society Visual Pack. Research your picture and be 

prepared to tell your class a little about it 

 

 

1620 Plimoth Plantation was established 

 

1631-32 John Eliot immigrated to New England and became the pastor 

of the church in Roxbury 

 

1641-50 John Eliot began his work to convert the Indians to Christianity. 

He learned to speak the Algonquian language and developed a 

way to write it 

 

1650-51 Indians built a bridge across the Charles River in South Natick. 

The town of Natick was laid out 

 

1660 The first Indian Church in the Colonies was established in 

Natick 

 

1663 John Eliotôs translation of the Bible into the language of the 

Algonquian people was published 

 

1670 The Indians were granted a brand to distinguish their cattle 

from others 

 

1675-76 King Philipôs War.  Natick Indians were imprisoned on Deer 

Island in Boston Harbor 

 

1690 May 20
th
 John Eliot died 

 

1690-1716 Daniel Takawambpait preached followed by John Neesnumin 

and another Indian preacher 
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1719 The land in Natick that the Indians had held in Common was 

divided up among 20 men 

 

1721 Rev. Oliver Peabody became the minister. He was given 100 

acres of land in Natick 

 

1734 The names of white men first appear in the lists of town officers 

 

1752 Rev. Oliver Peabody died and was replaced by the Rev. 

Stephen Badger who was still the minister when the 

Revolutionary War started 

 

1775 April 19, the Battle of Lexington and Concord marked the start 

of the Revolutionary War 

 

 



STUDENT Natick Historical Society 
RESEARCH PACK Early Lifeways:  Natick's First Century 

Pre-Visit Natick Historical Society, Natick, MA © 2010 14 

John Eliot: Apostle to the Indians 

John Eliot was born in 1604 in 

England. His family was Puritan so 

did not agree with the teachings of 

the Church of England. As a young 

man Eliot attended Christ College, 

Cambridge. When he was 27 he 

decided, like many other people at the 

time, that to worship God in the way 

he wanted he had to leave England. 

 

In 1631 John Eliot came to New 

England on the ship óLyonô. He 

stayed in Boston for a year. When 

relatives and friends followed him from England and settled in 

Roxbury Eliot moved there. He was pastor of the church in 

Roxbury from 1632 until his death in 1690. 

 

John Eliot began preaching to the Indians at Nonantum (Newton) 

in 1646. At first he spoke to them in English while he worked to 

learn their language. It was not long before Eliot knew enough 

Algonquian to preach to the Indians in their own language. At 

Nonantum Eliot met Waban and converted him to Christianity. 

Waban was much respected among the Indians at Nonantum and 

soon others followed his lead and became Christians.  

 

In 1651, with Eliotôs help, the Indians who had converted to 

Christianity settled at Natick. It was the first of 14 ñpraying townsò 

in Massachusetts where Indians learned to live like the English 

under a set of rules written by Waban. Wabanôs rules included a 

fine of 5 shillings for Indians who didnôt cut their hair short and a 

fine of 4 shillings for putting grease on their bodies. John Eliot 

visited Natick every two weeks to preach to the Indians living 
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there. He encouraged the men to become farmers and the women 

to take up spinning and weaving.  

 

As a Puritan it was important for John Eliot that the Indians should 

be able to read the Bible for themselves. Their language had never 

been written down so Eliot had to find a way to write it and teach 

them to read. His translation of the Bible into Algonquian was 

published in 1663. 

 

The prosperity of Natick was destroyed when King Philip, son of 

the chief, Massasoit, attacked the English settlers. In October of 

1675 the Natick Indians were sent to Deer Island. Many died from 

cold and hunger. Those who survived returned to Natick to find 

their homes destroyed. John Eliot worked with the Indians to 

rebuild Natick until he could no longer make the journey from 

Roxbury. He died in 1690. 

 

 

Sources: 
The History of the Town of Natick, Mass, William Biglow, Marsh, Capen 

and Lyon, Boston 

History of Natick, Massachusetts 1650-1796, Michael J. Crawford, Natick 

Historical Commission 

Natick Historical Society: www.natickhistoricalsociety.org 
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The " Eliot  Bible"  
 

It was very important for Puritans to 

be able read. They believed that for 

their souls to be saved they had to 

establish a personal relationship 

with God by reading his Word in the 

Bible. To save the souls of his 

Indian converts to Christianity Eliot 

had to make the Bible available to 

them. This was a problem because 

the Indianôs Algonquian language 

had never been written down. Eliot 

had to find a way to write 

Algonquian and teach the "Praying 

Indians" to read. 

 

Before Eliot could write Algonquian he had to learn to speak it.  

He was able to do this with the help of an Indian named Cockenoe.  

Eliot took his ability to speak the language and developed a written 

form of it using the sounds of the letters in the English alphabet.  

This way the Indians did not really even need to learn how to 

speak English, and they could still have a Bible that they could 

read.  They could also go on to use their newly learned alphabet to 

write other books of their own. 

 

Eliot's translation of the New Testament was printed in 1661, thirty 

years after he arrived in New England.  The Old Testament 

followed in 1663.  The two were bound into one book and so the 

whole Bible was completed.  To it were added a Catechism and the 

Psalms.  The book was printed in 1663 at Cambridge, 

Massachusetts by Samuel Green and Marmaduke Johnson. 
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The ñEliot Bibleò appeared some 120 years before the first 

complete English edition of the Bible was published in what is 

now the United States. 

 

Sources: 
Natick Milestones, Natick Public Schools, Natick, Massachusetts 

American treasures of the Library of Congress 

http:/www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trm036.html 
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The Natick Brand 

 
John Eliot found only 

two differences between 

the English and the 

Indians, 

ñFirst, we know, serve, 

and pray unto God, and 

they doe not:  Secondly, 

we labour and work in 

building, planting, 

clothing our selves, and 

they do not.ò 

At Natick Eliot worked to bring what he saw as the benefits of 

English life and his religion to the ñPraying Indians.ò. 

 

The availability of water, good soil and woodlands at what is now 

South Natick made it an ideal place for English style farming. John 

Eliot and the Indians he converted to Christianity chose the site to 

build their first village. They called the place Natick, ñthe place of 

hillsò in the Algonquian language, and moved there in 1651. 

 

The "Praying Indians" at Natick learned to farm in the English way 

and they were very successful at raising cattle and swine (pigs). In 

1670 the inhabitants of Natick asked the Massachusetts General 

Court to give them a town brand to distinguish their animals from 

those belonging to neighboring towns.  Traditionally, some form of 

the first letter of the town's name was used as a brand mark by the 

English.  The General Court gave Natick a bow and arrow. 

 

Having acquired their brand the Indian farmers had to employ a 

blacksmith to make it in iron with a long handle attached. The iron 

brand was heated up in a fire and when very hot held onto cattle 
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until the mark transferred to the animal. In this way a town could 

identify any cattle that wandered away or were unlawfully taken. It 

is thought that the Natick Brand was the first to be issued to a town 

in what is now America. 

 

 

Sources: 
Creatures of Empire: How domestic animals transformed early America by 

Virginia DeJohn Anderson, Oxford University Press  

History of Natick, Massachusetts 1650-1796, Michael J. Crawford, Natick 

Historical Commission 
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King Philipôs War 

 
For the most part the Indians and 

English lived side by side peacefully 

in New England until the 1670ôs. 

However, by 1675 40,000 English 

colonists in the area occupied so 

much Indian land that Metacomet, 

(known to the English as ñKing 

Philipò) warned, ñLittle remains of 

my ancestorsô domain. I am resolved 

not to see the day when I have no 

country.ò 

Metacomet was the leader of the 

Wampanoag Indians. In 1675 three of 

his men were arrested by the English 

for the murder of a ñPraying Indian.ò The English court found the 

three Indians guilty and executed them touching off ñKing Philipôs 

War.ò In June 1675 the Wampanoag attacked a number of English 

towns killing or taking prisoner dozens of men, women and 

children. English forces fought back destroying Indian villages and 

killing the inhabitants.  

The ñPraying Indiansò were caught in the middle of the fight. 

Other Indians did not trust them because they had adopted an 

English lifestyle and beliefs. On the other hand, the English settlers 

distrusted them because they were Indian. The Colonists restricted 

the Indians to their villages, which made it difficult for them to 

farm or look after the animals they depended on for food.  

In October of 1675, over Eliot's protests, the Natick Indians were 

sent to Deer Island. Many did not survive the lack of food and the 

cold and those who returned seven months later found their homes 
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destroyed. John Eliot worked with the Indians to rebuild their 

community at Natick until he could no longer make the journey 

from Roxbury. He died in 1690. 

 

Sources: 
Adventure Tales of America, by Jody Potts, Signal Media Corporation 

History of Natick, Massachusetts 1650-1796, Michael J. Crawford, Natick 

Historical Commission 

http://www.pilgrimhall.org/philipwar.htm 

 

http://www.pilgrimhall.org/philipwar.htm
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Takawambpait 
 

When John Eliot died in 1690 

Daniel Takawambpait took over as 

minister of the Church in Natick. 

Takawampbait was an Indian 

trained for the Ministry by Eliot, 

and ordained by him in 1684. He 

worked to rebuild Natick following 

the destruction caused by King 

Philipôs War. 

 

In 1698 two ministers from nearby 

towns visited Natick. They wrote, 

ñAt Natick we find a small church 

consisting of seven men and three 

women. Their pastor (ordained by that reverend and holy man of 

god, Mr. John Eliot, deceased) is Daniel Takawambpait, and is a 

person of good knowledge. Here are fifty-seven men and fifty-one 

women and seventy children under sixteen years of age. We find 

no schoolmaster here and but one child that can read.ò 

 

By this time the original meetinghouse was no longer standing. 

The Indians asked and received permission from the General Court 

to sell some of their land to get money to build a new one. In 

exchange for two hundred acres of land John Coller, a carpenter, 

built Natickôs second meetinghouse where Daniel Takawambpait 

preached until his death in 1716. 

 

Daniel Takawambpait is thought to be the only Native American 

ordained into the ministry of the Puritan Church, and the only one 

of the period known to have a gravestone. His gravestone can be 

seen next to the Eliot Church in South Natickôs John Eliot 

Historical District. 
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Sources: 
Natick Milestones, Natick Public Schools, Natick, Massachusetts 

History of Natick, Massachusetts 1650-1796, Michael J. Crawford, Natick 

Historical Commission 
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Rev. Oliver Peabody 
 

In 1649 Parliament in England 

passed a law that created The 

Society for the Propagation of the 

Gospel in New England, the first 

Protestant missionary society. It 

was this Society that paid John 

Eliot for his work in Natick, and 

paid for the publishing of his 

translation of the Bible into the 

Algonquian language. 

 

After Takawambpait died in 1716 

the Church that Eliot had 

established was in bad shape. In 1721 the Societyôs representatives 

in Boston invited the Reverend Oliver Peabody to became the 

minister of Natick and revive Eliotôs work among the Indians. 

Oliver Peabody accepted the invitation and preached his first 

sermon in Natick on August 6, 1721 when a new meetinghouse 

had been built. 

 

When Peabody arrived in Natick there were only two white 

families living in the town. More soon came and during his time as 

minister Oliver Peabody admitted 35 Indians and 130 white people 

into the Church. In 1731 the Indians that owned land in the town 

gave some for a burial ground to ñMr. Peabody and his successors, 

and for the use of other English inhabitants.ò 

 

The Rev. Oliver Peabody died in 1752. His grave is in the Burying 

Ground at South Natick. His work was taken over by the Rev. 

Stephen Badger who was the minister at the outbreak of the 

Revolutionary War. 
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Sources: 
History of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1, edited by Duane 

Hamilton Hurd 

Images of America:  Natick, Anne K. Schaller and Janice A. Prescott, Natick 

Historical Society 

The History of the Town of Natick , Mass, William Biglow, Marsh, Capen 

and Lyon, Boston 
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2. Timeline Review (Optional) 

 
Objective: Students will explore the chronology of their lives 

 

Materials: Historical Society Pre-Visit Pack 

 A copy of The Time of My Life worksheet for each student 

 A Folder  

 Paper and pencils  

 

Notes:  Start a classroom timeline at the beginning of the school year 

 Assign the Time of My Life worksheet as a homework project to allow 

students to work with an adult 

 This activity can be done once or several times during the year  

  

 

Procedures: 

 

The Time of My Life  

 

¶ Remind students of the timelines they constructed in second grade 

¶ Use the number line in your classroom to keep a class timeline recording events such 

as assemblies, birthdays, MCAS, field trips and snow days 

¶ Ask students to choose an event from the class timeline or from the news  

¶ Make a copy of the Time of My Life worksheet on page 30 for each student 

¶ Go through the instructions on the worksheet  

¶ Ask the students to complete the worksheet at home and bring it back to the 

classroom 

¶ In the classroom put the worksheets in a folder in chronological order 

¶ The folder can be used at the end of the year to review studentôs experiences of third 

grade 
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The Time of My Life 

 
Choose an event from your class timeline or something that is reported in the 

news. 

 

Ask an adult to work with you to complete the following chart  

Year: 

Date: 

Event: 

What happened? 

Why was this event important to you? 
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3.  How do we get there? (Optional) 

 
Objective: Students will use a 

contemporary map of their 

town to write directions 

from their school to the 

Historical Society 

 

Materials: Historical Society Pre-

Visit Pack 

 A contemporary map of 

Natick 

 Pencils and paper 

  or  

 Computer and printer 

access 

 

Notes: Use page 4 of this pack to outline the visit to the Natick Historical Society 

for your students  

 Tell students your method of transportation to the Society 

 

Procedures: 

 

How do we get there? 

 

¶ Help students find the Natick Historical Society on a contemporary town map  (58 

Eliot Street) 

¶ Find your school on the map 

¶ Students write directions for getting from school to the Historical Society bearing in 

mind your method of transportation 

¶ Review directions as a class 

¶ Take the directions with you on the day of your visit to the Society. Does the driver or 

the person leading your walk follow the same route? 

 

Or 

¶ Use a site such as Yahoo or Google maps 

¶ Search for directions 

¶ Print out a set of directions to take on the bus or walk to the Society. Does the driver 

or the person leading your walk follow the same route? 
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Vocabulary List 

Algonquian  A family of American Indian languages spoken by   

   peoples from Labrador to Carolina and westward into the 

   Great Plains: a member of the peoples speaking   

   Algonquian languages 

Apostle  A person sent by a religious group to spread its faith 
 

Catechism  A summary of religious beliefs often in the form of  

   questions and answers 
 

Convert  To bring over from one belief to another 

 

Memorial  Something that preserves a memory   

 

Minister   A clergyman especially of Protestant faith 

 

Parliament  The body with the power to make laws in England 

 

Pastor   A clergyman serving a local church or parish 

 

Protestant  A Christian not of the Catholic Church 

 

Pulpit   A high reading desk used in preaching or conducting a  

   worship service 

 

Puritan  A member of a 16th and 17th century Protestant group in 

   England and New England opposing the ceremonies of  

   the Church of England 

 

Preach  A religious talk usually from a clergyman to his   

   congregation 

 

Propagation  The process of spreading Christianity to more people 

 

Reverend   A member of the clergy 

 

Translate  Change words from one language to another
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Early Lifeways: Natickôs First Century 
 
 

 

PART 2 
 

 

Students visit the Natick Historical Society to participate in three activities: 

 

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY (35 minutes) 

Students visit the Natick Historical Society collection on the lower floor of the Bacon Free Library 

building. Led by a Society educator they discuss ways to learn about Natickôs history from artifacts in 

the Collection. Using the knowledge they acquire students have an opportunity to investigate an 

artifact relating to the early history of Natick. In small groups they complete a guided investigation of 

an artifact with a connection to the Praying Indian town established by John Eliot and Waban. Students 

take on the role of a Society guide to interpret the artifact they have examined for the others in their 

group. 

 

 

THE ELIOT HISTORICAL DISTRICT (35 minutes) 

Led by a Society educator the students cross Mill Street and walk down the path along the Charles 

River. The Educator uses an artistôs interpretation of how the land looked in 1651 to examine the 

landscape with the students and develop an understanding of why this site was chosen by Eliot to 

establish the first ñPraying Village.ò Students use a compass to complete the compass rose on a map of 

the John Eliot Historic District. On a walk through the District to the Burying Ground students visit the 

historic markers and record the purpose of each on their maps. 

 

 

THE BURYING GROUND (35 minutes) 

The students use primary source materials to help them discover the history of their town. With the 

help of a Society educator students examine the entrance to the Burying Ground to deduce what they 

would have seen from the same place in the 18
th
 century. The group enters the Burying Ground to 

examine a headstone. In groups students use a worksheet to gather information from different 

headstones and monuments in the Burying Ground. The students compare and share the information 

they gather with the rest of their group before walking back to the Bacon Free Library  

 

Students return to school with information to use in post-visit classroom activities.
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Early Lifeways: Natickôs First Century 
 

 

 

 

PART 3 

 

Post-Visit Activities for the Classroom 

 

 

 
This pack contains: 

1. A Birds-eye view of South Natick, circa 1651 

2. Livermore Map of 1750 

3. Natick:  Then and Now  worksheet for students 

4. Remembering Natickôs First Families class activity 

5. Into the Future! class activity 

 

 

You will also need: 

 A Master Street Plan of Natick available from the Engineering Department at the 

 Natick Department of Public Works 

 The materials students completed during their visit to the Natick Historical 

 Society 
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PART 3:  POST-VISIT PACK  

 

 

Cover Sheet       Page 34 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Contents        Page 35 

______________________________________________________ 

 

The Livermore Map, 1750     Page 36 

______________________________________________________ 

 

A Birdôs-eye view of South Natick, circa 1651 Pages 37 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Activity 1:  Natick: Then and Now    Pages 38 to 40 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Activity 2:  Remembering Natickôs First Families  Page 41 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Activity 3:  Into the Future     Page 42 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Additional reading      Page 43 
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Activity:  1. Natick:  Then and Now 

 
Objective: Students will demonstrate the ability to interpret a map 

   

Materials: Livermore Map, 1750 

  Master Street Plan, 2010 

  Worksheet:  Natick Then and Now 

  Map of the John Eliot Historic District, South Natick 

  A Birdôs-eye view of South Natick 

  Pencils    

  Drawing paper 

 

     

Notes:   Work in groups 

  Discuss the title, key, scale, rivers, roads etc. on the Livermore Map, 1750  

  and the Master Street Plan, 2010 as a class 

   

Procedures: Put in a compass rose and the cardinal directions on the Livermore Map,  

  1750 - you can use the contemporary map to do this 

   Use the maps to complete the worksheet (pages 39 and 40) 

   Use the Birdôs-eye view of South Natick circa 1651 to remind students  

  what a birdôs-eye view is 

   Groups draw a birdôs-eye view of South Natick in 1750 or now 
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Natick:  Then and Now 

 
 

Look at the Livermore Map, 1750 and answer the questions:   

 

1. Which town does the map show?  

 

2. Look in the south-east corner of the map. What does Livermore say this is 

    a ñplanò of? 

 

 

 

3. What is the scale of the map?  

 

 

 

4. Look at the map carefully. What else can you learn from it about the town 

in 1750? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look at the Master Street Plan, 2010  

 

5. This is a map of where? 

     

 

6.   How do you know? 

 

 

7. Look at the Legend. What does the map show? 
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Compare the Map and the Plan and answer the questions: 
  

8. Can you find places that are shown on both the map and the plan? 

 

 

 

  

9. Are there any things you can discover by looking at the Livermore     

    Map, 1750 that you cannot discover by looking at the Master Street  Plan? 

 

 

  

  

10. By comparing the Map and the Plan what can you say about how     

Natick has changed between 1750 and 2010?  

 

 

 

Look at A Birdôs-eye View of South Natick, circa 1651 

 

7. What makes it a ñBirdôs-eye View?ò 

 

Locate South Natick on the Livermore Map, 1750 and draw a 1750 birdôs-

eye view 

 

or 

 

Locate South Natick on the Master Street Plan, 2010 and use it with your 

Map of  the John Eliot Historic District, South Natick to draw a 2010 birdôs- 

eye view 
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Activity:  2. Remembering Natickôs First Families 

 
Objective: Students will use the materials they have created to identify families from  

  the first century of Natickôs history  

  Students will identify some of the contributions the Families made to the  

  Town 

 
Materials: A Natick Timeline (from the pre-visit pack) 

  Interview an Artifact (worksheet from the fieldtrip) 

  Map of the John Eliot Historic District, South Natick 

  Grave Matters (worksheet from the fieldtrip) 

  Master Street Plan, 2010 

  Livermore Map, 1750 

  Any maps of Natick such as those found in Eastern Massachusetts Street  

  Atlases 

  Paper 

  Pencils 

   

Notes:  Class Activity 

 

Procedure: Assemble all the materials from the pre-visit pack and the visit to the  

  Historical Society 

  Use the timeline, worksheets and Livermore Map, 1750 to make a list of  

  all the family names you have come across while studying Natickôs first  

  hundred years 

  Use the Livermore Map, 1750 to distinguish Indian and English family  

  names  

  Use the Master Street Plan, 2010 and the Map of the John Eliot Historic  

  District, South Natick, to find places that are named after the Families 

  Make two lists ï one of English families and one of Indian families found  

  on the maps 

  Discuss why are there more English than Indian names? (English take  

  over the land and write the history) 
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Activity: 3. Into the Future! 

 
Materials: Master Street Plan, 2010 

  Post-it notes 

 
Procedure: Ask students to work out how old they will be in 2050 

  What have individuals achieved? 

  Have they done anything special for Natick? 

  How would they like Natick to remember them? 

  Write name and achievement on a post-it 

  Put the post-it on a contemporary map (John Doe ï conservationist ï  

  Town Forest renamed John Doe Forest, Jane Doe ï President of U.S.A. ï  

  your school is renamed the Jane Doe School) 
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ADDITIONAL READING  

 

 

Books 
 

History of Natick, Massachusetts 1650-1796, Michael J. Crawford, Natick Historical 

Commission 

 

History of Middlesex County, Massachusetts, Volume 1, edited by Duane Hamilton Hurd 

 

Images of America:  Natick, Anne K. Schaller and Janice A. Prescott, Natick Historical 

Society 

 

Natick Milestones, Natick Public Schools, Natick, Massachusetts 

 

The History of the Town of Natick, Mass, William Biglow, Marsh, Capen and Lyon, 

Boston 

 

 

 

Websites 
 

Library of Congress:  

http:/www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trm036.html 

 

Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities: 

http://www.massmoments.org/moment.cfm?mid=57 

 

Natick Historical Society: 

http://www.natickhistoricalsociety.org/eliotsindians/ 

 

 

http://www.massmoments.org/moment.cfm?mid=57

